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Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, 1.98 
and MPEP § 609, applicants submit the following Disclosure 
Statement concerning art of which the applicants are aware. 
A copy of PTO-1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Under Rule 98(a)(3), no concise explanation of 
relevance is required for information that is in the English 
language. Accordingly, the enclosed patents require no 
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U.S. Patents : 

5,376,850 to Elsing, et al. 
5,694,268 to Dunfield, et al. 
5,747,908 to Saneshige, et al. 

Foreign Patents : 

GB 2 293 695 A2 Great Britain 

5-199721 Japan 

10-14187 Japan 

Other Art : 

International Search Report No. PCT/DE99/03472 

BEFORE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

Under Rule 97(b)(3), this information disclosure 
statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits and accordingly no fee is 
necessary. 
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FAY, SHARPE, FAG AN, 
MINNICH & MCKEE, LLP 
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